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Antique Faire in Dade City on
Saturday and Sunday.

Today

SINGING THEIR SONG: The Betmar
Chorus, now-in its 37th year, will per-
form at 7:30 p.m. at Clubhouse 2,
47245 Lakewood Drive, Zephyrhills.

The chorus has more than 100 mem-
pers from the mobile home community,
which is for people 55 or older. The
doors will apen 30 minutes before the
performance. Tickets are $5 and avail-
able from members or at the door. For
ticket information, call (813) 788-9606.

Tﬂdaj and Saturday

FOOLISH PLAY: Saint Leo University
nosts a student production of “Fool for
Love,” with performances at 8 p.m.

today and Saturday in Selby Auditorium -

on the main campus. Admission is free
and open to the public. The play con-
tains some adult content and might not
be suitable for people 17 or younger,
according to a theater announcement.

To reserve seating, call or e-mail
Dave McGinnis, director of theater, at
(352) 588-8401 or david.mcginnis
@saintleo.edu. The main campus is at
33701 State Road 52, four miles east of
interstate 75 (Exit 285).

Saturday and Sunday

GO ANTIQUING: Downtown Dade
City Main Street Inc. will host its Spring
Antique Faire from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday
in downtown Dade City. A variety of
nieces will be offered, from country
primitive to fine antiques.

Saturday

BARBECUE DINNER: Trilby United
Methodist Church, 37504 Trilby Road,
will serve a half-barbecue chicken
dinner including salad, beans, dessert
and beverage for $7 from 4:30 to 6:30
2.m. Takeout dinners will be available.
~or information, call (352) 583-2577. .

CRUISING THE CITY: Saturday Night
Cruise will be hosted by Main Street
Zephyrhills from 4 to 9 p.m. Saturday
along Fifth Avenue in downtown
Zephyrhills.

The event will feature vintage and
classic cars, food and music. For in-

formation, call (813) 780-1414 or e-mail
mszi@verizon.net.

COMMUNITY SHOWCASE: The
Meadow Pointe Community Council will
host its annual Community Fair from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Meadow Pointe 1
clubhouse, 28245 County Line Road,
Wesley Chapel.

There will be a free drawing and

UUU SdIIPIES. AL dlllilidl Tesvus oe vive
will be on-site with pets available for
adoption. A bounce house and other
activities will be available for children
while parents peruse vendors’ wares.

For information, e-mail mplcc
@yahoo.com.

MOVIE 'MANIA: A family movie will
screen at 2 p.m. at the Hugh Embry
Branch Library, 14215 Fourth St., Dade -
City. Parents and children are invited to
watch a free G- or PG-rated movie.
There will be free popcorn and juice.
For information, call the library, {352)
567-3576.

ALL ABOARD: The second Pioneer
Florida Museum & Village Model Train
Show will be held from 10 to4 p.m. in
the Mabel Jordan Bamn: It will.feature a
collection of model trains layouts,

See PASCO PLACES, Page 8 >
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A fired Zephyrhills employee and his attorney missed a
" hearing because they had the wrong time, his lawyer says.

By LAURA KINSLER
Ikinsler@tampatrib.com
ZEPHYRHILLS — Former sanitation
director Norman Graham tried for
months to appeal his 2008 firing, so

city officials were perplexed when he :

and his attorney were no-shows for
the 1 p.m. hearing Thursday:.
After waiting around for a half-

hour, hearing officer Karla Owens
left. “They defaulted,” she said.

But Graham's attorney, Steven

| Wenzel, said he thought the hearing

was supposed to start an hour later.

‘City’ Attorney Joe Poblick said he

would decide by Tuesday whether
the city will agree to reschedule. -

Wenzel said he offered to pay
Owens’ fee. “If the city says we'll
have a hearing, we'll have a hearing,”
he said. “If not, there may be other
developments.”

Graham worked for the city for
more than 26 years but was termi-
nated amid accusations ‘he-misused
a city credit card. Records show he
spent.about $1,360 with ﬁve different
autof parts vendors. |

Graham reimbursed the city. After
his firing, he wrote two letters seek-
ing to appeal the termination. Both
requests were denied: The city grant-
ed him an appeal after his attorneys
filed a notice of intent to sue. |

Graham, who is black, contends
the city was more lenient with white
employees who committed similar

Termination Fight Stalls

infractions. Graham's firing came
_after a police payroll scandal that led
to the suspension of one detective
and the resignations of the police
chief and the head of internal affairs.
It also came one week after the
demotion of a high-ranking city em-
ployee, Gregg Bricker, who was ac-
cused of violating city pohc.les
Bricker, the former city streets
supervisor, was demoted to foreman
after . City Manager Steve Spina
learned he had used city equipment,

See TERMINATION APPEAL, Page 8 B>

Mert Balta is lead 3-D

By GEOFF FOX
gfox@tampatrib.com

 WESLEY cHAPEL — With a few clicks of his mouse, Mert
Balta turned Earthquake in a complete 360, showing
ing side effects the cartoon superhero suffers

the
when he eats too many calories.

Typically a rail-thin 11-year-old boy named Samuel
Samuelson, Earthquake expands to sumo wrestler

proportions when he eats junk food.

“In the action sequences, he’s almost like a bowling
ball,” Balta said, his voice rising with excitement. “Plus,
we can get him in a kind of wrecking ball mode. He
- kind of beats down [the bad guys] and rolls over them,
and they get stuck on his backside — they get

squished.”
With his squeaky

high-tech functions.

Digital Tap — and Zap Squad — is the brain child of
Martin Grebing, a thirtysomething St. Louis native and
g College of Art and Design graduate who

launched the busmess in 2008.
The company is housed along
sulting Engin

SeeGHPHICARﬂSTS.th >

Southern accent and happy-go-
lucky demeanor, Earthquake is one member of Zap
Squad, a “secret club of superkids that protects the
world from evil,” say his creators at Digital Tap, a
Wesley Chapel company that also creates Web sites,
graphic designs and marketing materials, among other

| with American Con-
eers. of Florida in a gle
squa:e—fout buﬂdmg on Cypress Creek Boulevard at .

e

artist at Dlgrtal Tap in Wesley Chapel. The company creates Web sites, graphic
designs, marketing matenalsand:aﬂuonsmth characters such as Bad Breath Lucas, whose superpower is halitosis.

Digital Tap Image
- Mostly Graphic

The commercial artists’ creations include superheroes.

off

45,000~ -

“Our Web side of things has really tak-
en off recently. We're kind of a turn-
key company for anything a company
needs — anything to do with graphics.”

_MARTIN GREBING, nnl}lglml]hna%s!eyc&apdmmny
he launched in 2008

Tribune phom by FRED BELLET

TOM JACKSON
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I Know How
It Feels To Be
Unemployed

spent a few days recently reac-
quainting myself with the sensa-
tion of being tinemployed. I didn’t
much like it.

It’s not like there wasn’t enough to
keep me busy. Temporarily freed by
edict issued by a faraway boss from
performing any multiplatform jour-
nalistic assignments for Media Gen-
eral’s Florida Communications
Group (or being remunerated for
same), my calendar was soon
enough consumed b:,r other activ-
ities.

My principal achievement was in
addressing a garage shelving project
that has needed attention for at least
a couple of months. I mean, it was

- alreddy well established thatthe last

of the Christmas decorations and
some other odds and ends cluttering
the floor were not gnmg to stow
themselves.

[ also conducted the aftemuﬂn
fetching-kids-from-school duties;
absolutely obliterated three fourth-
graders in a game of Scrabble; chap-
eroned them at a sneak preview of
“Monsters vs. Aliens”; organized
assorted photo files on one compit-
er and conquered a virus masquer-
ading as spyware protection on an-
other; and reread the better part of
Thomas Paine’s “The Rights of Man,”
this time giving no thought to what

See JACKSON COLUMN, Page 2 B>

Time To Start Shredding

Pasco County opens a
skate park in Land O’ Lakes.

DETAILS, Page 2

Town Center Land Available But Not For Sale

Devel

r emrlsiuns a mix of tenants for 150-acre portmn .

uf C*ypress Cree“k Tuwn Center that can be Ie:ased_

. By KEVIN WIATROWSKI

WESLEY CHAPEL — The man charged
with handling the northern portion
of Cypress Creek Town Center said
Thursday the property is not for sale.

- The 150-acre sité north of State
Road 56 is available for lease, said
Henry Hillsman, vice president of
Bnghtwnrk Real Estate, which post-
ed a sign on the property Wednesday

x - x
_____

&ed&ﬁng it “available.” The cumpa—'

-ny is looking for tenants, and devel-

opers envision a mix of retail, com-
mercial and uﬂ'ice spaces a.nd apa.rt

ments: "
- “We’re staying in tnuch *w1th pen—j

-ple,” Hillsman said.

Tampa-based developer Inhn R.
" Slerra owns the land, part of 510
acres straddling S.R. 56 just west of
the junction with Interstate 75. The

) H

south side of the property is-divided

between: Sierra’s company and
Cleveland-based Richard E. Jacobs
Group, which intends to put more

than 1 million square feet of retail .

space on the property.
Work on both sides of the property

has been suspended since early 2008
when heavy rain caused muddy run-
off to pollute Cypress Creek, which
borders the property on the west and
south. That pollution prompted the
Army Corps of Engineers to suspend
the developers’ permit to work on

crucial parts of the site.

. Brightwork Real Estate is working
to secure a gas station for part of the
property in the northwest corner of
State Road 54 'and Wesley Chapel
Boulevard. Sierra and Walgreens
have agreed on a land lease for the
same comer, according to docu-
ments filed this month with Pasco
County. Construction on that store is
under way.

Reporter Kevin Wiatrowski can be
reached at (813) 948-4201.

[pasco news]

GRAPHIC
ARTISTS

Continued From Page 1

State Road 56 and Interstate
75. American Consulting,
where Grebing worked before
launching Digital Tap, is one of
the start-up company’s major
clients.

“We basically do all their
graphics needs, company-
wide,” Grebing said. “We help
with proposals, business cards
and a lot of before-and-after
[animation], which is one of
our biggest services. We also
do their Web site and maintain
it, which is a major undertak-
ing. They have like 160 pages.

“Our Web side of things has
really taken off recently. We're
kind of a turnkey company for
anything a company needs —
anything to do with graphics.”

With a staff of seven, Greb-
ing runs an all-hands-on-deck
operation. And he’s not afraid
to do the grunt work. When he
isn't dreaming up adventures
for Zap Squad, he can be

found stuffing envelopes full
of marketing materials or oth-
er items ordered through Digi-
tal Tap's Web site.

Besides Balta, a Turkey na-
tive who lines his work area
with colorful stuffed animals,
Grebing has assembled an
accomplished, flexible team
with a collective résumé that
glitters like the monocle fa-
vored by Baron Von Vaughn,
the Zap Squad’s archenemy.

Animator Heather Carpini,
for example, has credits that
include the 2008 movie “Hor-
ton Hears a Who!”

Senior digital artist Rick
Mongaya, gifted enough to
produce elaborate, detailed
drawings of spiral staircases,
spaceships and castles with
seeming ease, also is versatile
enough to create a digital
rendering of a proposed
bridge that could connect Buf-
falo, N.Y., to Fort Erie, Ontar-
i0.

Tyson Stockglausner, a 3-D
graphics specialist, seems to
thrive in the laid-back atmo-
sphere. He has installed a
small thatch roof over his
cubicle, making it look like a
miniature Tiki hut. On a re-

DIGITAL TAP

For information about Digital
Tap's services, visit www.dig-
italtap.tv or call (813) 435-2552.

cent weekday, he was busy
creating Zap Squad sites on
YouTube and MySpace.
“This doesn't even feel like
work,” he said with a grin.
For now, Grebing is content
with the strictly word-ol-
mouth advertising Digital Tap
has garnered and is happy to
boost Zap Squad’s visibility
through Internet and grass-
roots efforts that include giv-
ing away the cartoon’s first
30-minute episode during
children’s nights at the nearby
Texas Roadhouse restaurant.
“People seem to like it,"
Grebing said of the cartoon.
“It's family-friendly but there
is an edge to it. One of the
characters is Bad Breath Lu-
cas. That's Lucas Luigi; he's
from Brooklyn. His [super-
power] is his bad breath.”
“I've been making cartoons
and comics since I was a kid.”
Balta has even taken copies
to friends and family in Tur-
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key, where, he said, the “gen-
eral concept and global
theme” seemed to resonate.
Grebing wouldn’t mind a
lucrative distribution offer,
but he takes pride in produc-
ing and marketing the product
himself. He says he can do
anything in his suite off I-75
that a Hollywood studio can
do — even voice-over work

can be phoned in without
compromising quality.

For now, the original epi-
sode, “Zap Squad and the
Sands of Time,"” is available at
www.zapsquad.com.

As he perused some of the
show's marketing materials,

Grebing stopped on a picture

of Baron Von Vaughn's side-
kick, Shockwave, an over-

Tribune photo by FRED BELLET

A wide-angle rearview mirror on Ru:l: Mongaya’s cnmputer monitor reflects the senior dlgital artist
at work on a Digital Tap cartoon series featuring the Zap Squad.

weight boy from Detroit with a
shirt that reads "“I'm With
Stupid.” The accompanying
arrow points to Shockwave's
face.

“He thinks that's cool,”
Grebing said with a laugh.
“He's a moron.” .

Reporter Geoff Fox can be
reached at (813) 779-4613.




